
Connections

Parade of Homes 
is coming!

2016 November

The News of Heart of the North Builders Association

JOIN YOUR FELLOW ASSOCIATION MEMBERS TO CELEBRATE THE ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF HNBA 
OVER THE PAST YEAR AND INSTALL THE 2016-17 OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS.

Saturday, November 5, 2016
5:00pm  Social Hour (cash bar)
6:30pm  Dinner & Installation
8:00pm Blackjack & Games 
10:00pm Funny Money Auction

Location:
Elk’s Club, 36 E Eau Claire Street, Rice Lake 54868

Menu
Barbecue Rits, Baked Chicken, Mashed Potatoes, 
Au Gratin Potatoes, Vegetable, Salad, Rolls, Coffee & Dessert

Cost: $20/Person Prepaid

RSVP
By October 31st to melissa@hnbawi.org or call 715-736-4622

TOY & FOOD 
PANTRY DRIVE

Bring a new, 
unwrapped toy and 
non-perishable food 
items and receive 
additional funny 
money to use for 

wagering and auctions 
for your donations!

November
Installation Banquet



Schedule of Events
Tuesday, November 1—
Executive Committee Meeting, 
5:30PM at Elks Club, RL

Tuesday, November 1—Board 
of Directors Meeting, 6:30PM 
atElks Club, RL

Saturday, November 5—
Installation Banquet, 5:00pm 
at Elks Club, RL

Reminder 
October Member Meeting

Thursday,
October 27

Elks Club, Rice Lake

Exec Cmt
5:30
BOD 6:30

Installation
Banquet

RSVP - Complete and return this portion with your payment by October 31
Company: ____________________________________________________________________________________

Number Attending: ________________ x $20 = Amount Submitted $__________

Name(s) Attending (please list all so nametags can be prepared): ________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Spouses/Signifi cant others, employees, co-workers, and others who work in housing 
are welcome!

Mail completed form and $20/person (check payable to HNBA) to be received by 
Oct. 31, 2016 to:

HNBA      Contact Melissa with any questions.
PO Box 6     715-736-4622 or melissa@hnbawi.org
Rice Lake, WI 54868   
      DOOR PRIZES ARE NEEDED!



Membership Updates 
Member Application The following have applied for membership with HNBA. 
According to our bylaws, applications must be posted for current members to review. 
If anyone has a reason why membership should be denied, please submit your objection, 
in writing, to HNBA, PO Box, Rice Lake WI. 54868 by November 30, 2016. 

Renewals
The following memberships are due for renewal in November. 
Please contact Melissa at 715-736-4622 or melissa@hnbawi.org 
if you did not receive an invoice. We look forward to your timely 
renewal.

Member, Company     Sponsor
A Bernal Electric, LLC    Bob Brueggen
Design Electric     Mike Crotteau

Due in October      Sponsor
Jim Muller, Muller Heating & Mechanical Charter member
Lucas Amundson, Amundson Appliance Mike Crotteau
Matt Olson, Arrow Building Center  Charter member
Kevin Gustafson, Automated Building Comp Don Katterhagen
Bill Balts, Bill Balts Construction  Charter member
Emily Drafall, County Materials   Charter member
Sandy Robarge, Johnson Bank   Charter member
Don Katterhagen, Katty Kunstruction  Charter member
Bill Kurshinsky, Kurshinsky, Draft & Design Charter member
Paul Manka, Menards    Charter member
Daniel Peterson, Peterson Tree Service Mike Crotteau
Colin O’Meara, Precision Countertops Inc. Bob Brueggen
Kevin Sunderland, Sunderland Construction Charter member
Paul Woita, Woita & Associates  Bob Brueggen
Julie Poepping, Xcel Energy   Charter member

Due in September    Sponsor
None

Due in August     Sponsor
Steve Slayton, C&S Drywall   Michelle Beyreis

Thank you for renewing! We 
appreciate your 
continued support... 
 
•Mike Crotteau, MAC Construction  

•Larry Greener, Greener’s Budget 
Lumber

•Sue Reynolds, JAK Accounting 

•Doug Larson, D. Larson 
Construction 

•Jason Fostvedt, Sweetwater Sanitation

•Brian Reichenberg, TM Title Service

•Jeff Haughian, Aqua-Service Inc.

•David Kilmer, Kilmer’s Inc.

•John Vinopal, Vinopal Title

•David Brown, Hometown Installation

•Chad Schnacky, Cedar Glass & Door

•Darryl Buse, Lampert Lumber

•Jim Albrecht, Lampert Lumber

•Brad Miller, Lampert Lumber

•Terry Koleski, Indianhead Insur. 
Agency

Need to Contact a Member?
Complete mobile-friendly contact information is located on the Member Directory 
page of www.hnbawi.org.



Legislator Contact Info 
If you’re interested in contacting any of our representatives, contact information is below:

Rep. Romaine Quinn
(75th Assembly District)
PO Box 8953
Madison, WI 53708-8952
888-534-0075
rep.quinn@legis.wisconsin.gov

Rep. James Edmig
(87th Assembly District)
PO Box 8952
Madison, WI 53708-8952
888-534-0087
rep.edmig@legis.wisconsin.gov

Sen. Janet Bewley
(25th Senate District)
Rm 125 S, State Capitol
Madison, WI 53707
608-266-3510
sen.bewley@legis.wi.gov

Editor Note - Melissa Lambrecht
Doesn’t seem possible that November is just a week away.
This certainly is an exciting time of the year for the association! Just 
another reminder the member meeting will be taking place this week, 
Thursday, October 27th at the Elk’s Club. This meeting is important as 
we will be voting on our new Directors and Offices. Also upcoming is the 
Installation Banquet on Saturday, November 5th which is also at the 
Elk’s Club. 

I hope the transition period between myself and Barb has gone relevantly smooth for the 
members. As always, if you have any suggestions, questions or concerns please feel free 
to call or email me. 

An area I would like to bring back in the newsletter is a “Member Spotlight” section. If you 
would like to be featured contact me, I would love to hear from you! 

As the November weeks go by, I wish all the Hunter’s good luck on the 19th and hope 
everyone has a great Thanksgiving! 

Sincerely, 
Melissa



Advocacy Digest - October 20, 2016
The WBA BOD Endorses Senator Ron Johnson
On Thursday, October 6th, U.S. Senator Ron Johnson addressed the WBA 
Board of Directors meeting to give the group an update on issues he has been 
working on in Washington D.C. and to discuss his reelection campaign.

In a follow-up vote by the WBA Board of Directors, members voted in favor 
of WBA formally endorsing Senator Johnson in his reelection bid against the 
person he defeated in 2010, former U.S. Senator Russ Feingold.

Johnson faces a highly competitive challenge from Feingold in a closely 
watched race that likely will have a big impact on what party has control of the 
U.S. Senate for the 2017-2018 session.

The WBA endorsement comes in addition to funds that have been approved 
by the National Association of Home Builders Political Action Committee 
BUILD-PAC.

Fault Lines Developing in GOP on Transportation Funding
There have been comments heard here and there over the past few months 
that GOP leaders in the state assembly and state senate have differing views 
on transportation funding that may run at odds with Governor Walker.  Re-
cently Governor Walker announced his plan to fund transportation projects in 
his upcoming state budget, and the deep divisions on these issues with GOP 
leaders in Wisconsin became much clearer.

Governor Walker is doubling down on his promise not to raise fees or taxes 
to aid transportation projects unless they are offset with corresponding cuts 
somewhere else in state government.

The plan announced Thursday by Governor Walker and Department of Trans-
portation Secretary Mark Gottlieb has a substantial increase in local road aid 
($65 million), no increases in taxes or fees, $1.7 billion for the State Highway 
Rehabilitation Program, and the lowest level of bonding for transportation proj-
ects ($500 million) since the 2001-2003 state budget.

“This budget provides more funding to local governments for their roads and 
bridges, keeps borrowing at historically low levels, and maintains our no tax or 
fee increase pledge,” Governor Walker said. “Good roads and bridges are im-
portant to Wisconsin and our economy, and this budget proves you don’t have 
to raise taxes or fees to maintain a safe and strong transportation network.”



Advocacy Digest  -  October 20, 2016 (continued)
Loser in 2016 Could Win Big in 2018 and Beyond 
Rightfully so, all eyes are on the 2016 elections for President, U.S. Senate, and for races for the state 
assembly and state senate.  A silver lining for the eventual loser of the Presidential race is the fact that, 
traditionally, the party that loses the presidential election bounces back and makes gains on the national 
and state level in the election that follows in two years.

In Wisconsin, that is key for a number of reasons.  In 2018, we will have an election for governor, attor-
ney general, all 99 seats in the state assembly, and all odd numbered seats in the state senate (17 total 
seats). 

After the 2020 election, the process will begin to reapportion the legislative districts in Wisconsin for the 
state assembly, state senate, and congressional districts.  If one party holds the governor’s offi ce and 
each house of the legislature, they just need to agree on a plan that follows the guidelines put forward 
for the reapportionment and pass that as a bill that is signed into law.  Since redistricting is, by nature, a 
partisan effort, if one party writes the maps in 2020 and they withstand any legal challenges, it is likely 
they lock down a legislative majority for the next ten years.

Winning in the future by losing in 2016 will likely not make those that supported the losing presidential 
candidate sleep better at night right away, but if things play out as they have in the past, the agony of 
defeat may not have to last until the next Presidential election in 2020.

Money Race in Key State Senate Races 
Recently, those candidates running for election this fall were required to fi le their campaign fi nance 
reports with the elections commission.  The online news service wispolitics.com did a comprehensive 
comparison of each candidate running for a state senate seat that is up for election this fall (all even 
numbered seats are up in 2016).

In the race for state senate seats, there is one key open seat that is getting most of the attention this fall.  
State Senator Rick Gudex (R-Fond du Lac) decided against running for another term in 2016, leaving 
this 50/50 swing seat open.  Winnebago County Executive Mark Harris is running for the seat for the 
democrats, and Fond du Lac City Council member Dan Feyen is seeking to hold the seat for the GOP.

Feyen had fi rst went through a primary election in August, and, in doing so, spent down most of the 
funds he had raised since announcing his candidacy this spring.  Harris has had the luxury of not having 
to run in the primary, and has been able to stockpile cash for the general election.

Harris has a substantial fundraising advantage over Feyen, having $132,190 cash on hand versus Feyen 
having only $19,656.  With recent campaign fi nance law changes, legislative campaign committees can 
now transfer unlimited amounts of dollars to candidates.  It would not be a surprise if both of these can-
didates eventually receive a large amount of funding from their respective leadership campaign commit-
tees to help fund their campaigns this fall.

A race that has been a top target for democrats this fall is in the 12th State Senate District where dem-
ocrat Bryan Van Stippen is challenging fi rst term State Senator Tom Tiffany.  Third party independent 
funds have already been spent in this district on behalf of both candidates.



Adovacy Digest  -  October 20, 2016 (continued)
In this key state senate race, the incumbent Tiffany holds a huge fundraising advantage over the chal-
lenger Van Stippen.  The last campaign fi nance report shows Tiffany having $281,275 cash on hand and 
Van Stippen with $53,535.

In all of the other seats up for reelection this fall (10, 14, 24, 30, and 32), the sitting state senator holds a 
fairly substantial lead in cash on hand as we get closer to the home stretch of campaign 2016.

Assembly GOP Announces Agenda 
From NAHB: “This election is about changing the nature of the political process,” political pundit Charlie 
Recently members of the Assembly GOP Caucus, currently at 63 members, announced their “Forward 
Agenda”.  The Forward Agenda comes out just as political races have started get heated up across the 
state before Tuesday, November 8th.
This agenda was meant to lay out the issues that GOP incumbents, challengers, and those running in 
open seats will support next legislative session if they are elected in the fall. 

In the introduction to the agenda, the Assembly GOP explains that “every Wisconsin resident deserves 
to have the opportunity for a great education, a family-supporting job and a safe neighborhood. The 
American Dream should be within everyone’s reach in Wisconsin and government should not put bar-
riers in the way to personal success. By focusing on these priorities, Wisconsin Assembly Republicans 
will continue to move our state forward. We will look to address the major concerns in our state. We want 
long-term solutions, not quick fi xes to the problems that face Wisconsin families.”

Areas that the Assembly GOP plan to address next session include:
• Job Growth and Government Reforms
• Education and Workforce Development 
• Health and Public Safety

Sjostrom Named to Forestry Council
In September Governor Scott Walker announced that he has appointed WBA Board of Directors member 
Jason Sjostrom to serve as a member of the Wisconsin Council on Forestry.  Sjostrom replaces WBA 
member Virgil Waugh of Amwood Homes who had served on the council for the past number of years. 

Members of the Wisconsin Council on Forestry are all appointed by the governor and is a diverse group 
of leaders in the forestry community who direct Wisconsin’s efforts to achieve sustainable forestry. The 
Council was created by State Statute 26.02 in July 2002 to advise the governor, legislature, Department 
of Natural Resources, Department of Commerce, and other state agencies on a host of forestry issues in 
the state, including:
• The practice of sustainable forestry, as defi ned in s. 28.04 (1) (e)
• Protection of forests from fi re, insects, and disease
• Reforestation and forest genetics
• Management and protection of urban forests
• Public knowledge and awareness of forestry issues
• Forestry research
• Economic development and employment in the forestry industry
• Marketing and use of forest products



Adovacy Digest  -  October 20, 2016 (continued)
Current Council priorities include:

• Timber supply
• Managed Forest Law program
• Forest certifi cation
• Deer impacts on Wisconsin forests
• Forestry education

Thank you to Jason for stepping up to serve as a member of Wisconsin Council on Forestry, occupying a 
spot on the council that has traditionally been held by a WBA member. 

NAHB Endorses Candidates for Congress
From NAHB: For the fi rst time in its 74-year history, NAHB is offi cially endorsing candidates for the U.S. 
House and Senate in the upcoming Nov. 8 elections.

“As housing goes, so goes the economy,” said NAHB Chairman Ed Brady. “This election could determine 
if the housing and economic recovery stays on track or veers off course. The incumbents and candidates 
from both political parties that NAHB will be endorsing have all exhibited a commitment to advance poli-
cies that will promote homeownership and rental housing opportunities for all Americans.”

When the 115th Congress convenes in Washington early next year, there will be plenty of unfi nished 
housing business awaiting lawmakers. NAHB believes that Congress must focus on:

• Reforming and streamlining the regulatory process.
• Ensuring that any tax reform efforts protect vital housing tax incentives that are needed to keep housing 
and the economy moving forward.
• Easing tight credit conditions for home buyers.
• Enacting comprehensive housing fi nance reform.

In the coming days and weeks, NAHB will be working with its state and local homebuilder’s associations 
to coordinate announcing the endorsements. A full list will be available after all the endorsements have 
been fi nalized.
NAHB does not endorse candidates for president.



HNBA Offi cers & Directors

President
Bob Brueggen, Brueggen Home Construction

715-418-0770
President-Elect

Emily Drafall, County Materials
715-234-8145

Treasurer
Cory Wiese, Clifton Larson Allen, LLC

715-234-6156
Secretary

Bridget Cunningham, Hometown Title Co
715-736-5050

Board of Directors

Doug Larson, D. Larson Construction
715-458-4666

Jon Semon, Jon’s Custom Carpentry
715-859-2980

Mike Crotteau, MAC Const. of Barron Cty
715-205-7503

Jeff Haughian, Aqua-Service Inc.
715-458-2250

Matt Olson, Arrow Building Center
715-234-6932

Don Dostal, Don Dostal Electric
715-296-5748

WBA Life Director

Michelle Beyreis

Executive Offi cer
Melissa Lambrecht

PO Box 6
Rice Lake, WI 54868
melissa@hnbawi.org

715-736-4622

Committee Chairs

Community Projects
Mike Crotteau, MAC Const. of Barron Cty

Education/Programs
Michelle Beyreis

Executive Committee
Emily Drafall, County Materials

Golf Outing 
Bill Kurshinsky, Kurshinsky Drafting & Design

Government Affairs
Kevin Sunderland, Sunderland Construction

Home Show
Doug Larson, D Larson Construction

Installation/Awards Banquet
Michelle Beyreis, WESTconsin CU
Mike Crotteau, MAC Const. of Barron Cty

Membership
John Weiler, Wausau Homes

Parade of Homes
Carrie Glaser, Kitchen & Floor Decor 
Mike Crotteau, MAC Const. of Barron Cty

Scholarships
Emily Drafall, County Materials


