
Connections

Parade of Homes 
is coming!

2016 October

The News of Heart of the North Builders Association

October 
Membership Meeting

October is our Annual Meeting, and the first General 
Membership Meeting since May!

Thursday, October 27, 2016
6pm Social Hour (cash bar), 7pm Dinner & Meeting

Location:
Elk’s Club, 36 E Eau Claire Street, Rice Lake 54868

Menu
Chicken, meatballs & gravy, mashed potatoes, salad, veggies, rolls 
Meals at the membership are included in your dues! One meal per 
meeting per membership.
Additional guests are welcome at $18/each. 

RSVP
By October 17th to melissa@hnbawi.org or call 715-736-4622

Progressive Jackpot

October’s
Jackpot

$150

No winner in May.



Schedule of Events
Tuesday, October 4—Executive
Committee Meeting, 5:30PM at
Elks Club, RL

Tuesday, October 4—Board of 
Directors Meeting, 6:30PM at
Elks Club, RL

Thursday, October 20—General 
Membership Meeting, 6:00pm 
at Elks Club, RL

SAVE THE DATE
Installation Banquet

Saturday,
November 5

Elks Club, Rice Lake

Annual Director & Office Elections
October is HNBA Annual Meeting and also means elections for new Directors and Officers 
will held at the October 27th General Membership Meeting. Please make every effort to 
attend, as we need to have a quorum present to have a valid election. 

Nominees for Treasurer - 1-year term (one needed): Cory Wiese, Clifton Larson Allen, LLC

Nominees for Secretary - 1-year term (one needed): Bridget Cunningham, Hometown Title

Nominees for President-Elect (one needed): OPEN (Builder member)

Nominees for President (one needed): Emily Drafall, County Materials

Nominees for Builder Director - 3-year term (one needed) OPEN

Nominees for Association Director - 3-year term (one needed): Matt Olson, Arrow Building

Executive Committee - needs 3

Nominations for all seats will be accepted from the floor. 

Exec Cmt
5:30
BOD 6:30

General 
Member.
6:00pm



Installation Banquet Sponsorship Opportunities

Invitations (printing & postage) $100

Will include thanks printed on invitation and mention in the program. 
(need commitment by October 7.

Social Hour Appetizers $100

Dessert Table $100

Entertainment $400 or 2x$200 co-sponsors

Mid-Party Snacks $75

Blackjack Dealer (4 avail.) $75

Door Prizes Are Needed!
We’ll once again have the Funny Money Auction and need YOUR gifts or gift 
certificates to auction!

Remember mark the date for Saturday, 
November 5th!



Membership Updates 
Member Application The following have applied for membership with HNBA. 
According to our bylaws, applications must be posted for current members to review. 
If anyone has a reason why membership should be denied, please submit your objection, 
in writing, to HNBA, PO Box, Rice Lake WI. 54868 by October 31, 2016. 

Welcome New Member!

The following membership was 
formalized at the Sept. Board 
of Directors meeting:

Bryce A. Burdick
BC Construction & 
Remodeling LLC            

We hope to see you at a 
meeting or event soon!

Renewals
The following memberships are due for renewal in September. 
Please contact Melissa at 715-736-4622 or melissa@hnbawi.org 
if you did not receive an invoice. We look forward to your timely 
renewal.

Member, Company     Sponsor
Jim Muller, Muller Heating & Mechanical Charter member
Lucas Amundson, Amundson Appliance Mike Crotteau
Jeff Haughian, Aqua-Service Inc.  Charter member
Matt Olson, Arrow Building Center  Charter member
Kevin Gustafson, Automated Building Comp Don Katterhagen
Bill Balts, Bill Balts Construction  Charter member
Chad Schnacky, Cedar Glass & Door  Mike Crotteau
Emily Drafall, County Materials   Charter member
Doug Larson, D. Larson Construction   Charter member
Larry Greener, Greener’s Budget Lumber Mike Crotteau
David Brown, Hometown Installation  Mike Crotteau
Terry Koleski, Indianhead Insur. Agency Charter member
Sandy Robarge, Johnson Bank   Charter member
Sue Reynolds, JAK Accounting   Michelle Beyreis
Don Katterhagen, Katty Kunstruction  Charter member
David Kilmer, Kilmer’s Inc.    Charter member
Bill Kurshinsky, Kurshinsky, Draft & Design Charter member
Darryl Buse, Lampert Lumber   Charter member
Jim Albrecht, Lampert Lumber   Charter member
Brad Miller, Lampert Lumber   Charter member
Mike Crotteau, MAC Construction   Charter member
Paul Manka, Menards    Charter member
Daniel Peterson, Peterson Tree Service Mike Crotteau
Colin O’Meara, Precision Countertops Inc. Bob Brueggen
Kevin Sunderland, Sunderland Construction Charter member
Jason Fostvedt, Sweetwater Sanitation Darryl Buse
Brian Reichenberg, TM Title Service  Sandy Robarge
John Vinopal, Vinopal Title   Sandy Robarge
Paul Woita, Woita & Associates  Bob Brueggen
Julie Poepping, Xcel Energy   Charter member

Thank you for renewing! 
We appreciate your 
continued support... 
 
•Tim Gerber, Community Bank      
of Cameron

•Jeff Ludvigsen, Ludvigsen 
Construction

•Keith Kubala, Perfection 
Paving

Need to Contact a Member?
Complete mobile-friendly contact information is located on the Member Directory 
page of www.hnbawi.org.

Due In August    
Steve Slayton, C&S Drywall  
Sponsor: Michelle Beyreis

We’re sorry to see you go.... 
Stephen Bant, Anchor Account. 
Sponsor: Bob Brueggen



Legislator Contact Info 
If you’re interested in contacting any of our representatives, contact information is below:

Rep. Romaine Quinn
(75th Assembly District)
PO Box 8953
Madison, WI 53708-8952
888-534-0075
rep.quinn@legis.wisconsin.gov

Rep. James Edmig
(87th Assembly District)
PO Box 8952
Madison, WI 53708-8952
888-534-0087
rep.edmig@legis.wisconsin.gov

Sen. Janet Bewley
(25th Senate District)
Rm 125 S, State Capitol
Madison, WI 53707
608-266-3510
sen.bewley@legis.wi.gov

Parade of Homes Wrap-Up!
With just three entries, this year’s Parade of Homes was one of our shortest, but the 
quality of the visitors made up for it. All of our participating builders (Brueggen Home 
Construction  and MAC Construction of Barron Cty) said they talked to many people inter-
ested in starting new construction or remodeling projects in the near future. 

Over the four days of the parade, there was a total of 222 individuals that purchased tick-
ets, and most had visited all three homes. Thanks
to all who helped make this year’s Parade entries
worth visiting, including our participating Builders,
subs, and those who helped staff the homes. 



Monday Morning Review - September 16, 2016
Walker Approval Rating Up in Recent Marquette University Law School Poll

On the same day that Governor Walker announced that he and his cabinet 
had made 100 stops in northwest Wisconsin as part of his annual “Cabinet 
on the Road” event, the Marquette University Law School Poll showed an 
increase in his polling numbers. Since his jump into the presidential election 
in early 2015, Governor Walker’s poll numbers in Wisconsin have been be-
low 50%.  In an attempt to reconnect with Wisconsin voters, the governor has 
been aggressively traveling the state.  Walker has also been holding listening 
sessions across the state as part of his “2020 Vision Project,” to bring citizens 
from across the state together for candidate discussions about the issues fac-
ing their communities and state.

Admittedly his numbers are still in the negative, but they did see a positive 
boost in the right direction with the release of the latest Marquette University 
Law School Poll.  The latest poll had 43% of respondents approving of Gov-
ernor Walker’s job performance and 49% disapproving.  This is the highest 
approval rating the governor has had since March 2016, and the fi rst time his 
disapproval rating has been below 50% since October 2014 which was just 
before he was reelected to serve another four-year term in offi ce. If this trend 
continues it would make it much more likely that Walker would seek a third 
term in offi ce and run for reelection in 2018.

Fault Lines Developing in GOP on Transportation Funding
There have been comments heard here and there over the past few months 
that GOP leaders in the state assembly and state senate have differing views 
on transportation funding that may run at odds with Governor Walker.  Re-
cently Governor Walker announced his plan to fund transportation projects in 
his upcoming state budget, and the deep divisions on these issues with GOP 
leaders in Wisconsin became much clearer.

The plan announced Thursday by Governor Walker and Department of Trans-
portation Secretary Mark Gottlieb has a substantial increase in local road aid 
($65 million), no increases in taxes or fees, $1.7 billion for the State Highway 
Rehabilitation Program, and the lowest level of bonding for transportation proj-
ects ($500 million) since the 2001-2003 state budget.

“This budget provides more funding to local governments for their roads and 
bridges,keeps borrowing at historically low levels, and maintains our no tax or 
fee increase pledge,” Governor Walker said. “Good roads and bridges are im-
portant to Wisconsin and our economy, and this budget proves you don’t have 
to raise taxes or fees to maintain a safe and strong transportation network.” 
Two prominent conservative members of the Senate GOP caucus, Senators 
Nass and Stroebel, quickly released statements of support for the governor’s 
pledge to not raise taxes and fees to pay infrastructure.



Monday Morning Review  -  September 16, 2016 (continued)
Senator Duey Stroebel stated on Twitter, “Prioritizing our road projects is like Wisconsin families; need to 
keep their budgets in order.”  With Senator Steve Nass adding in a press release, “Governor Walker has 
kept his word by proposing a reasonable transpiration budget that sets the right priorities and doesn’t 
increase taxes or the legislation fee.”

Leaders in the Assembly GOP had a much different take on Governor Walker’s proposed transportation 
plan.  In a joint statement Speaker Robin Vos, Majority Leader Jim Steineke, Joint Committee on Fi-
nance Co-Chair John Nygren, and Assistant Majority Leader Dan Knodl stated that “This budget request 
falls short of addressing the long-term funding crisis in our transportation budget.  This is a political solu-
tion, not a real solution.”

Assembly GOP Announces Agenda
Recently members of the Assembly GOP Caucus, currently at 63 members, announced their “Forward 
Agenda”.  The Forward Agenda comes out just as political races have started get heated up across the 
state before Tuesday, November 8th. This agenda was meant to lay out the issues that GOP incum-
bents, challengers, and those running in open seats will support next legislative session if they are elect-
ed in the fall. 

In the introduction to the agenda, the Assembly GOP explains that “every Wisconsin resident deserves 
to have the opportunity for a great education, a family-supporting job and a safe neighborhood. The 
American Dream should be within everyone’s reach in Wisconsin and government should not put bar-
riers in the way to personal success. By focusing on these priorities, Wisconsin Assembly Republicans 
will continue to move our state forward. We will look to address the major concerns in our state. We want 
long-term solutions, not quick fi xes to the problems that face Wisconsin families.”

Clinton and Feingold in the Lead in Wisconsin
According to the Marquette University Law School Poll, Hillary Clinton’s lead over Donald Trump is back 
to where it was prior to the Democratic Convention, and Russ Feingold continues to lead but with a slim-
mer margin than in July.

Clinton’s lead over Trump is currently at 5%, down by 5% from early August on the heels of the Demo-
cratic National Convention.  In addition, the race is within a margin of 5% and Clinton’s lead with likely 
votes is down to 3% when looking at who is much more certain to vote in the November General Elec-
tion.

In the nationally watched race for U.S. Senate, and a rematch of the race in 2010, Russ Feingold contin-
ues to lead current U.S. Senator Ron Johnson. However, using both of the above criteria, the race is still 
very close and both screens for voter likelihood are within the margin of error.

So it appears, at least for the time being, that Wisconsin is once again living up to its reputation as being 
a key “swing state” in the race for the White House and will determine who controls the majority in the 
U.S. Senate come January 2017.



Monday Morning Review  -  September 16, 2016 (continued)
Looking for Candidate Information?
With summer now winding down and school bells ringing across Wisconsin, we now enter campaign 
season or “silly season” as some political pundits have taken to calling the autumn of even numbered 
years.

If it has not already started, your mailbox soon will be fi lled with political mail; during your commute, 
every other radio commercial will likely be a political ad; your television will be fi lled with political advertis-
ing.

If you were looking for extended interviews from an unbiased host for those running for the state senate 
and state assembly, we have the place for you. Wisconsin Eye, known as “Wisconsin’s C-SPAN” is accu-
mulating interviews in races for the legislature from across the state.

In this forum, candidates of both political parties answer questions on key issues to help educate voters 
across the state to make informed decisions on the upcoming elections.

Charlie Cook Predicts Tight Presidential Race, Continued GOP Control of House from NAHB
From NAHB: “This election is about changing the nature of the political process,” political pundit Charlie 
Cook told the NAHB Board of Directors this week during the Midyear Meeting in Miami.

“In the end, the Democrats nominated who you thought they would,” noted Cook. Not so with the Repub-
licans. “The GOP did not follow its pattern of nominating a known commodity.” Cook expects the presi-
dential race between Democratic nominee Hillary Clinton and

Republican nominee Donald Trump to remain tight over the next two and a half months because of each 
candidate’s high negatives: Neither candidate is capable of winning by a large margin, he said.

“More people will be voting against someone than for someone,” Cook predicted. Cook told members 
that a third-party candidate will not have an impact in the presidential election, because those voters 
would not have gone to the polls to vote for Clinton or Trump anyway.

Down the ballot, Cook believes that GOP voter turnout should be strong enough for Republicans to 
maintain control of the House, but with a smaller majority. Cook predicts Republicans will lose 10-15 
seats, with the balance shifting to the right, making House Speaker Paul Ryan’s job even harder.

In the Senate, the GOP is not expected to fare as well, with 10 vulnerable seats giving it more exposure. 
The Democrats have just one vulnerable seat: retiring Senate Minority Leader Harry Reid (D-Nev.). In 
the end, the Senate should be split 50-50, give or take a seat or two. Yet Cook believes the new Demo-
cratic leader, Sen. Charles Schumer (D-N.Y.), will have a better relationship with the GOP. Cook, a for-
mer NAHB employee, concluded by thanking members for their hard work across the country. “You are 
the heart and soul of America.”



Say Good-Bye George Jetson
Guidelines for Building a Winning Conntected Home
Article from Builder’s Online 
http://www.builderonline.com/products/home-technology/say-good-bye-george-jetson 

Remember home automation?

Remember those gee-whiz home networks that would automatically turn on the movie projector, close 
the drapes, and switch-on the popcorn machine?

Many home builders remember it too. They remember the special wiring, special networking hardware 
and software, and the special headaches and disappointments that went with it.

The question – and the answer – isn’t home automation. Yet the need to offer tech-savvy home buy-
ers a smart-and-connected experience similar to what they expect from their phone or SUV hasn’t 
gone away. If anything, it’s intensified. If a phone or a car can be smart-and-connected with so litt le 
effort, why not a home?

Just ask Gene LaNois. LaNois comes out of the HVAC industry, serving more than 20 years with 
companies such as Carrier and Honeywell. He knows how the industry has trended over the years 
through incremental innovation and evolving code. For the last three years LaNois has led trade sales 
and marketing for Nest Labs, makers of the Nest Learning Thermostat and other home security and 
protection devices.

“Builders are at a crossroads when it comes to home technology,” LaNois observes. “Some worry a 
home technology bet placed today is obsolete tomorrow.” LaNois is pleased to report the home tech-
nology future has never looked brighter, provided a few guidelines are observed:

Keep It Simple. Forget fancy, non-essential home technology. Stick to basics. A good place to start is 
the home’s most expensive system, the HVAC unit. “I know that’s what people expect me to say. But 
the truth is, every home has to have a thermostat. It’s the center-point of the home. A smart-and-con-
nected HVAC system is one of the best, most impactful ways a homeowner can simplify and save.”

Learn from Car Makers. The rapid rise of automotive technology should be a lesson to other indus-
tries, including home builders. “When you get into your car, things happen automatically. We expect 
a smarter, more connected experience from the ignition switch,” reports LaNois. “Why should app-fo-
cused millennials and baby boomers expect anything less from their home?”

Be Brand-Safe. Steer clear of no-name brands. “When you’re considering basic smart-and-connected 
upgrades to thermostats, locks, and lights, consider well-known brands. A trusted brand updates their 
software regularly so the homeowner always has the latest and greatest.”

Open vs. Proprietary System. Pick products that appeal to a mass audience. In other words, choose 
products that operate on both the iOS and Android platform. “Homebuilders shouldn’t have to tell a 
home buyer to change their phone so they can operate their home,” LaNois says. “For example, more 
than 20,000 companies are part of our Works with Nest program – lights, appliances, fitness bands, 
and even cars.”

Future-proof the homes you build with the simplicity, convenience and appeal of a smart-and-connect-
ed strategy. To learn more, visit https://pro.nest.com/. 



HNBA Offi cers & Directors

President
Bob Brueggen, Brueggen Home Construction

715-418-0770
President-Elect

Emily Drafall, County Materials
715-234-8145

Treasurer
Cory Wiese, Clifton Larson Allen, LLC

715-234-6156
Secretary

Bridget Cunningham, Hometown Title Co
715-736-5050

Board of Directors

Doug Larson, D. Larson Construction
715-458-4666

Jon Semon, Jon’s Custom Carpentry
715-859-2980

Mike Crotteau, MAC Const. of Barron Cty
715-205-7503

Jeff Haughian, Aqua-Service Inc.
715-458-2250

Matt Olson, Arrow Building Center
715-234-6932

Don Dostal, Don Dostal Electric
715-296-5748

WBA Life Director

Michelle Beyreis

Executive Offi cer
Melissa Lambrecht

PO Box 6
Rice Lake, WI 54868
melissa@hnbawi.org

715-736-4622

Committee Chairs

Community Projects
Mike Crotteau, MAC Const. of Barron Cty

Education/Programs
Michelle Beyreis

Executive Committee
Emily Drafall, County Materials

Golf Outing 
Bill Kurshinsky, Kurshinsky Drafting & Design

Government Affairs
Kevin Sunderland, Sunderland Construction

Home Show
Doug Larson, D Larson Construction

Installation/Awards Banquet
Michelle Beyreis, WESTconsin CU
Mike Crotteau, MAC Const. of Barron Cty

Membership
John Weiler, Wausau Homes

Parade of Homes
Carrie Glaser, Kitchen & Floor Decor 
Mike Crotteau, MAC Const. of Barron Cty

Scholarships
Emily Drafall, County Materials


