
Connections

Parade of Homes 
is coming!

Dates & Hours:
September 17, 10am - 5pm 
September 18, Noon - 5pm 
September 24, 10am - 5pm 
September 25, Noon - 5pm

2016 September

The News of Heart of the North Builders Association

Parade of Homes Committee Chairs: 
Carrie Glaser, Kitchen & Floor Décor 715-234-1790 and
Mike Crotteau, MAC Construction of Barron County 715-205-7503 

Did you work on one of our beautiful Parade of Homes submissions? Do you want to 
make visitors aware of your participation and work? What better way to show your 
support then to volunteer to help out during the Parade of Homes. This is the time to set 
yourself apart as an expert and answer questions from a potential customer. 

The Parade of Homes Guidebook is ready to distribute! Please let Melissa know if you 
would like any books to have available at your business. 

Please encourage your family and friends to come out and visit our Parade homes. All 
admission fees help support our scholarship and member education programs. 

Locations and Builders for the Parade Homes:
MAC Construction of Barron Cty W3410 Little Bear Rd  Sarona
MAC Construction of Barron Cty 1531 22n Ave   Rice Lake 
Brueggen Home Construction 2191 9th Ave   Chetek 

www.hnbawi.org


Schedule of Events
Tuesday, Sept 6—Executive
Committee Meeting, 5:30PM at
Elks Club, RL

Tuesday, Sept 6—Board of 
Directors Meeting, 6:30PM at
Elks Club, RL

Saturday, Sept 17—Parade of
Homes, 10AM-5PM

Sunday, Sept 18—Parade of
Homes, Noon-5PM

Saturday, Sept 24—Parade of
Homes, 10AM-5PM

Sunday, Sept 25—Parade of
Homes, Noon-5PM 

Exec Cmt
5:30
BOD 6:30

Parade of 
Homes
10am-5pm

Parade of 
Homes
Noon-5pm

Parade of 
Homes
10am-5pm

Parade of 
Homes
Noon-5pm

http://www.nahb.org/en/members/member-discounts.aspx


Membership Updates 
Member Application The following have applied for membership with HNBA. 
According to our bylaws, applications must be posted for current members to review. 
If anyone has a reason why membership should be denied, please submit your objection, 
in writing, to HNBA, PO Box, Rice Lake WI. 54868 by September 30, 2016. 

Applying Member, Company               Sponsor
Bryce A. Burdick,         BC Construction &         Bob Brueggen
                                 Remodeling LLC    

Renewals
The following memberships are due for renewal in September. 
Please contact Melissa at 715-736-4622 or melissa@hnbawi.org 
if you did not receive an invoice. We look forward to your timely 
renewal.

Member, Company     Sponsor
Tim Gerber, Community Bank of Cameron Bob Brueggen
Jeff Ludvigsen, Ludvigsen Construction Terry Koleski
Keith Kubala, Perfection Paving  Dan Katterhagen

Due In August     
Steve Slayton, C&S Drywall   Michelle Beyreis

Due In July     
Stephen Bant, Anchor Accounting  Bob Brueggen

We’re sorry to see you go....   
Dale Solheim, Allcity Insulation   Brad Miller
Jerry Dragenowski, Drag’s Inc   Mike Crotteau

Thank you for renewing! 
We appreciate your 
continued support... 
 
•Jon Schack, Barron Cty   
 Habitat for Humanity

•Terry Willers, T-Bird Concrete

Need to Contact a Member?
Complete mobile-friendly contact information is located on the Member Directory 
page of www.hnbawi.org.

www.hnbawi.org


President Elect Message
Emily Drafall – County Materials, Rice Lake, WI

Here it is September already, where did July and August go?  I know for most of you it has 
been a busy summer and that could be why these last few months have been a blur.

I hope you have had a good rest from our General Membership Meetings and are ready to 
get back into the groove. Our next GM meeting will be in October, (Place TBD), watch for 
updates to come.

As we start back with these meetings we need to look at a new President Elect as our 
President Bob Brueggen will be completing his 4th time as President and I will be coming 
on as the new President.  Please consider volunteering your time for this position.  The 
time you give will be minimal as the Executive Board and Board of Directors meet the first 
Tuesday of the month and then we have the General Membership Meeting once a month 
September/October till May. 

Next I would like to say THANK YOU to Barb Ritzinger for her many years as our 
Executive Officers.  Barb has been an enormous help to all of us and she will be missed, 
but we wish her well on her new adventure.

The Association has hired a new EO her name is Melissa Lambrecht.  See further in the 
newsletter for an introduction of Melissa.  Please help me in welcoming Melissa to the 
Association.

Legislator Contact Info 
If you’re interested in contacting any of our representatives, contact information is below:

Rep. Romaine Quinn
(75th Assembly District)
PO Box 8953
Madison, WI 53708-8952
888-534-0075
rep.quinn@legis.wisconsin.gov

Rep. James Edmig
(87th Assembly District)
PO Box 8952
Madison, WI 53708-8952
888-534-0087
rep.edmig@legis.wisconsin.gov

Sen. Janet Bewley
(25th Senate District)
Rm 125 S, State Capitol
Madison, WI 53707
608-266-3510
sen.bewley@legis.wi.gov



Monday Morning Review  -  August 17, 2016
Walker to Cabinet: No New Spending in State Budget 
As Governor Walker and his cabinet begin the process of putting together their 
budget requests for the 2017-2019 state budget, one message was recently 
sent out to all state agency heads: no spending requests that exceed what 
was requested in the 2013-2015 State Budget.

Governor Walker stated in a letter dated July 25, 2016, “Just as in the last 
biennial budget, I am directing most agencies to maintain their overall fiscal 
year 2017-2018 and 2018-19 GPR (general purpose revenue or tax dollars) 
budgets at the fiscal year 2016-17 adjusted base.”

Walker also provided some guidance and direction on where he would like to 
see state agencies focus their dollars and policy goals for the upcoming state 
budget.  “Agency requests should focus on providing new opportunities for our 
world-class workforce and continue to enhance our state’s economy.  
Agencies are encouraged to take a fresh look at all programs and identify 
ways to realign resources in order to fund initiatives within their current base, 
rather than seek additional resources the taxpayers can’t afford.  Our common 
goal is to deliver an efficient and accountable government for the taxpayers.”

By law state agencies are required to submit their budget requests to 
Governor Walker on September 15, 2016.  Typically, a state budget is 
introduced in February/March of odd numbered years.
 
NAHB and WBA Alert Members on Paul Ryan Primary Support
Recently the National Association of Home Builders (NAHB) continued their 
effort to be more influential in the election process by working with WBA to 
contact members in the 1st Congressional District and urge them to vote for 
Speaker Paul Ryan in the primary election on Tuesday.  Congressman Ryan 
was being challenged in the GOP primary by businessman Paul Nehlen.  
Nehlen is basically running a repeat of the Donald Trump presidential 
primary campaign, which is odd considering Trump was rejected handily by 
GOP voters in the 1st Congressional District in the spring presidential primary 
in Wisconsin.

In the e-mail, members were urged to “Vote for Housing on August 9” and to 
“Reach out to your family, your friends, your business associates.  Let them 
know you support Paul Ryan.”

This joint NAHB/WBA effort is substantial because it is the first time that 
NAHB has directly contacted members in any part of the country asking them 
to specifically support a candidate who supports housing.

Look for additional efforts like this in other parts of the country as NAHB 
continues to expand their efforts on the political front in 2016 and beyond.



Monday Morning Review  -  August 17, 2016 (continued)
Speaker Ryan defeated Paul Nehlen 84% to 16% in the recent primary election. 

Kelly Picked for Wisconsin Supreme Court Vacancy
Conventional wisdom is not always correct.  For months, Wisconsin capitol observers (myself included) 
had been predicting that former state representative and current Judge Mark Gundrum would be appoint-
ed by Governor Walker to fill the open positon on the Wisconsin Supreme Court being vacated by the 
retirement of Justice David Prosser, Jr.

Governor Walker went in a different direction with his appointment when he announced that attorney 
Daniel Kelly had been appointed to fill out Prosser’s term on Wisconsin’s high court. 

As a founding member of the law firm Rogahn Kelly, Daniel Kelly is recognized as a leader in Wiscon-
sin's legal community. Prior to beginning his own private practice, he was a partner at Reinhart Boerner 
Van Deuren in Milwaukee, one of Wisconsin's largest and most respected firms. Kelly also served as a 
law clerk and staff attorney for the United States Court of Federal Claims, Office of Special Masters, and 
as a law clerk for the Wisconsin Court of Appeals.

"I am deeply honored that the governor would appoint me to succeed Justice Prosser," Daniel Kelly said. 
"I look forward to working with my new colleagues in serving the people of this great state by faithfully 
applying the laws of our land."

Daniel Kelly's community involvement includes serving as the president of the Milwaukee Lawyer's 
Chapter of the Federalist Society and as a member of the State Advisory Board to the United States 
Commission on Civil Rights. Kelly earned a Bachelor of Science degree from Carroll University in 
Waukesha, Wisconsin, and a Juris Doctor from Regent University in Virginia. Kelly is married and has 
five children, and he and his family reside in North Prairie, Wisconsin.

Members Stand Out at Flood Insurance Hearing
From NAHB: Flood insurance rate increases hurt home owners, businesses and communities and will 
cripple the home building industry as it’s just beginning to right itself.

It’s a message that Congress needs to hear as it looks at how the National Flood Insurance Program 
(NFIP) is working in the real world – and today, NAHB delivered it not just once, but twice.

Recognizing the importance of this issue to home builders and NAHB’s key role in the NFIP debate, we 
were presented with the unprecedented opportunity to have two members testify.

Randy Noel, a home builder in La Place, La., and NAHB 2nd Vice Chair, and home builder Kevin Robles, 
past president of the Tampa Bay Builders Association, each testified before theSenate Committee on 
Small Business & Entrepreneurship.

NAHB has a long history of supporting the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP), but as Congress 
reauthorizes the program, it must ensure that it remains predictable, universally available and fiscally 
viable so home builders can continue to provide safe and affordable housing to consumers, these 
builders said. 



Monday Morning Review  -  August 17, 2016 (continued)
“Home builders live and work in their communities. We see the effects of flood insurance rate increases 
in both our personal and professional lives,” Noel told legislators.

He thanked them for their successful efforts to roll back the unintended consequences of the Biggert-Wa-
ters Flood Insurance Reform Act, which failed to foresee how costly rate increases from the sale or trans-
fer of homes in the flood plain could decimate local economies.

Because of these fixes enacted in 2014, “NAHB has estimated that there was $755 million more in new 
construction and $361 million a year in additional remodeling,” a boon to these small businesses still 
reeling from the recession, Noel said.

The builders also spoke about the problems associated with inaccurate Flood Insurance Rate Maps 
(FIRMs). They can inflate home prices, hike premiums for home owners and create havoc for small busi-
nesses, particularly the home builders, remodelers and other contractors working on residential construc-
tion projects in the nation’s floodplains.

In Florida, Robles said, it’s almost a given that homes will be built in or near a floodplain, so as FEMA 
continues its FIRM updates, precision is key.

“There have been reported cases of FEMA neglecting to factor in privately funded flood-control struc-
tures, or drawing in rivers or streams where none exist,” Robles testified. “Home owners are being incor-
rectly mapped into floodplains and forced to purchase unneeded flood insurance. It typically takes years 
for these mistakes to be fixed, often requiring a lengthy and costly process for the community, builder 
and home owner.”

The NFIP also guides future development – but this federal program must continue to allow local com-
munities to control their own growth and development options, NAHB said in its testimony.

Sen. David Vitter (R-La.), who chairs the committee, thanked the speakers, adding that new construction 
is the solution to NFIP solvency and paying premiums, not the problem.

The NFIP must be reauthorized by Sept. 30, 2017.

http://www.wisbuild.org/


Hello Heart of the North! 
As many of you have already heard, Barb Ritzinger is stepping down 
as Executive Officer to pursue other opportunities. I am excited to 
begin this position at the Heart of the North Builders Association and 
look forward to meeting you all soon.

My name is Melissa Lambrecht and I have 13+ years of marketing 
experience. I am a recent UW-Superior graduate with a bachelor’s 
degree in business communications. I grew up in Turtle 
Lake but for the past 15 years, call Rice Lake “home.” I am mar-
ried with a two-year-old daughter, Addison, and two cats. Outside 
of work, I enjoy spending time with family and friends and also  
the great outdoors. I am a very active deer and turkey hunter and 
always look forward to this time of year. 

Please be patient as I continue to pick up all of Barb’s years of 
experience. She has left some big shoes to fi l l, but I hope over the 
next couple of months I can bring on some new ideas to help to 
continue to make this association great!

Thank you for the opportunity to work with HNBA!

Sincerely,
Melissa

Social Media in a Builder’s World
One of the key initiatives I would like to work on for the association is to enhance our social 
media precense. The world has become more and more digital and consumers reach more for 
their phones and tablets to find information then a physical newspaper or magazine. In addition 
to Facebook, we have opportunities to expand our reach on Instagram, Twitter and LinkedIn. 

These are some great points I found from Builder Online, written by Jennifer Goodman:

Why is social media important for home builders? 
Home building is a visual business, so social media platforms like Instagram, Pinterest and 
Facebook are all good forums for showcasing homes inside and out. Use of social media also 
helps a home building firm come across as “progressive thinkers,” and it can offer a creative 
way to communicate a company’s culture and personality. Builders usually work within a 60-mile 
radius of their home base, which is perfect for reaching the local Facebook audience. 

How are builders using it to attract buyers? 
Great photography is essential to attracting buyers through social media sites such as Pinterest, 
Instagram and Houzz (a social media website dedicated entirely to builders, industry suppliers 
and homeowners). Builders are posting time-lapse construction videos on YouTube and cor-
porate websites. Publishing testimonials on Facebook and LinkedIn also adds credibility to the 
company. In fact, a strong LinkedIn profile with testimonials and awards/accolades can make 
the difference when it comes to building leads and getting calls. Providing helpful tips for home 
buyers on a company blog, Facebook, and Twitter also help build consumer trust. 

http://www.builderonline.com/builder-100/marketing-sales/maximize-your-social-media-outreach_o


HNBA Officers & Directors

President
Bob Brueggen, Brueggen Home Construction

715-418-0770
President-Elect

Emily Drafall, County Materials
715-234-8145

Treasurer
Cory Wiese, Clifton Larson Allen, LLC

715-234-6156
Secretary

Bridget Cunningham, Hometown Title Co
715-736-5050

Board of Directors

Doug Larson, D. Larson Construction
715-458-4666

Jon Semon, Jon’s Custom Carpentry
715-859-2980

Mike Crotteau, MAC Const. of Barron Cty
715-205-7503

Jeff Haughian, Aqua-Service Inc.
715-458-2250

Matt Olson, Arrow Building Center
715-234-6932

Don Dostal, Don Dostal Electric
715-296-5748

WBA Life Director

Michelle Beyreis

Executive Officer
Melissa Lambrecht

PO Box 6
Rice Lake, WI 54868
melissa@hnbawi.org

715-736-4622

Committee Chairs

Community Projects
Mike Crotteau, MAC Const. of Barron Cty

Education/Programs
Michelle Beyreis, WESTconsin CU

Executive Committee
Emily Drafall, County Materials

Golf Outing 
Bill Kurshinsky, Kurshinsky Drafting & Design

Government Affairs
Kevin Sunderland, Sunderland Construction

Home Show
Doug Larson, D Larson Construction

Installation/Awards Banquet
Michelle Beyreis, WESTconsin CU
Mike Crotteau, MAC Const. of Barron Cty

Membership
John Weiler, Wausau Homes

Parade of Homes
Carrie Glaser, Kitchen & Floor Decor 
Mike Crotteau, MAC Const. of Barron Cty

Scholarships
Emily Drafall, County Materials

https://www.xcelenergy.com/Partners



